
USA PATRIOT Act Summary 

The USA Patriot Act is an acronym for Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate 

Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism. 

The USA Patriot Act was passed by Congress as a response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001. The Act allows federal officials greater authority in tracking and intercepting communications, 
both for purposes of law enforcement and foreign intelligence gathering. It gives the Secretary of the 
Treasury regulatory powers to combat corruption of US financial institutions for foreign money-
laundering purposes; it more actively works to close our borders to foreign terrorists and to detain and 
remove those within our borders; it establishes new crimes, new penalties and new procedural 
techniques for use against domestic and international terrorists. 

The purpose of the USA PATRIOT Act is to deter and punish terrorist acts in the United States and 
around the world, to enhance law enforcement investigatory tools, and other purposes, some of which 
include: 

 To strengthen U.S. measures to prevent, detect and prosecute international money laundering 
and financing of terrorism;  

 To subject to special scrutiny foreign jurisdictions, foreign financial institutions, and classes of 
international transactions or types of accounts that are susceptible to criminal abuse;  

 To require all appropriate elements of the financial services industry to report potential money 
laundering;  

 To strengthen measures to prevent use of the U.S. financial system for personal gain by corrupt 
foreign officials and facilitate repatriation of stolen assets to the citizens of countries to whom 
such assets belong. 

 


